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have been puzzled to know what to do with so
exalted a prisoner.
While these events had been filling the Free
State with alarms Roberts was slowly pushing
along the railway towards Delagoa Bay. This
line was the only remaining means of com-
munication with the outside world which still
lay open to the Boers. It was therefore an
obvious step in strategy to close it Botha had
first postponed and finally refused the pro-
posed meeting with Roberts. With the main
body of the Transvaalers he retired slowly
eastwards and took up a position astride the
railway about twenty miles from Pretoria.
The Commander-in-Chief gave his troops two
days' rest round the capital, and made it safe
against surprise attacks. On June 10 he set
out. On the I2th he found himself up against
Botha's position and spread his force out wide
in hopes of making a capture. The most
severe fighting took place at Diamond Hill,
which has given its name to the engagement.
The results were not decisive, but the Boers
retired.
It had been hoped that Buller would have
forced his way up from Natal in time to strike
the Delagoa railway before Roberts arrived at
Pretoria; this would have blocked the eastern
exit from the capital. But Buller advanced
very slowly; while Roberts was fighting near
Pretoria and Kitchener was escaping from De
Wet, the British forces from Natal had only
just passed into the Transvaal. From this
point Roberts wanted Buller to turn due north